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past multiple 
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Lawsuit and Order
 ^Vloloria BIMn0S
VlCltHUABnXINGSJ41l9atflAtL,0(M
The latest skirmish in a decade* 
long struggle between the San Luis 
Obispo Police Departm ent and its 
employer, the city, erupted last 
week when the San Luis Obispo 
Police Officers Association (SLO - 
POA) filed a lawsuit against the 
City o f San Luis Obispo.
The lawsuit sates the G ty 
Council has violated its obligation 
to meet and confer with the dty em­
ployees before making any decisioas 
that a f f^  the rediement plans and 
negotiation rights o f cither police 
officers or firefighters. The decision 
in question is whether or not the
. ' . j  ^  A .  • • -  ^ —
d d zaR ro i^ ^  Luii<%iapo vote 
oil m o  tQcasores by mail%i special 
election that wiM change the chys 
oontiidafthe fiic^ ^ ten ' and polke 
offiotts’ leraw o f cmpbyment.
If approved, the measures allow 
the dty m alter the police officers’ 
retirement plans and eliminate thdr 
right to binding arbitration, which 
gives the unions the right to sue.
President o f SLOPOA, Matt 
Blackstone, said the lawsuit is a 
last teson.
*At this point we have no other 
recourse (than) to file this action,” 
Blackstone said.
Though it may seem like a new
see Law suit, page 3
fe’m.asking the court to order 
to do the things they^re 
supposed to do before
the measure on the baJpft.
—  Allison Berry Wilkinson
Attorney for SLO K )A
Alleged rape reported near campus
M ustang D aily  S ta ff R eport
M USTANG DAI LYN E W S ^ M A I L.COM
The Cal Poly University Police De­
partment released a campus-wide 
crime alert Wednesday for an al­
leged sexual assault that reportedly 
occurred at the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity house at 280 California 
Blvd. on Saturday night.
Ih e  reported incident involved an 
"intoxicated and unconscious college- 
aged female” during or after a piarty 
at the fraternity house, the alert said.
Associate Director o f Student 
Life and [.eadership Stephan L.amb 
said the San Luis Obispo Police 
Department is looking into the al­
legations, which arc something the
are closed down. They 
Ihy'rot have any meetings or 
gatherings until the en< 
investigation.
—  Stephan Lamb
Associate Director of Student Ufc and Leadership
university takes very seriously. “What that means is they are
He also said Sigma Phi Epsilon’s closed down,” Lamb said. “They may 
national headquarters were notified, not have any meetings or gatherings 
and Cal Poly, along with the fraterni- until the end o f the investigation.” 
ty’s headquarters, have issued a cease
and desist on the Cal Poly chapter. ¡gg Rape, page 3
Professor wins science excellence award
K atelyn  S w eig art
KATELYNSWEIGART. M D ^ M A J  L.COM
Anne Marie Bergen, a Cal Poly 
biological sciences teacher in resi­
dence, received recognition for her 
work in teaching K-12 science this 
month by winning the Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Math­
ematics and Science Teaching.
The annual award went out to
85 teachers across the U.S. states and 
territories, honoring teachers selected 
by a panel o f educators, scientists and 
mathematicians.
The nomination process includes 
being filmed teaching a class and 
submitting an application at the state 
level. Up to three teachers arc selca- 
ed from each state to be sent to the 
national level.
Bergen said she was very excited
and honored when she found out she 
won the award.
"Sometimes it’s just amazing 
to stop and take stock o f what you 
do,” Bergen said. “I think it gives 
me a chance to stop for a moment 
. . .  and just think about the students 
I’ve taught and the parents and col­
leagues I ’ve worked with.”
see Science, page 3
, KATELYN SWEIGART MUSTANG DAILY
Presidential Award fbr Excellcnoe in Matfacmatks and Sdenoe Teaching winner Anne Marie Bergen’s office walls are filled with 
photographs of past and current students from elementary school to college who have participated in her pn^ects and daases.
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CSU budget cut: ‘All the solutions we have are bad solutions’
Lauren Scott
LAURENSCXnT.MD@>GMAlUCX)M
Cal Poly could face a $23.2 million 
state budget cut for the 2011-2012 
academic year if Governor Jerry 
Browns proposed $500 million cut 
to the California Stare University 
(CSU) system is passed.
This loss could double if Califor­
nia voters do not approve three tax 
extensions to raise money for the 
CSU  system. Larry Kelley, vice presi­
dent o f administration and finance, 
said although Cal Poly will suffer 
losses, the university will get some 
funding from the government.
“We anticipated this,” Kelley said. 
“We still get 45 percent from the 
state, which is more than the nation­
al average.”
The CSU system relies heavily on 
state funding, making higher educa­
tion available to all citizens.
“The original intent was that sm- 
dents pay little to nothing,” Kelley said.
Student fees continue to rise, with 
a 10 percent increase for the 2010- 
2011 calendar year. The tuition in­
crease o f $480 per student per year 
will generate an additional $ 142 mil­
lion across the board for CSU cam­
puses, and help fill some o f the $25.2 
million gap for Cal Poly.
“1 think its gonna be a lot harder 
to keep learning by doing,” graphic 
communication sophomore Veroni­
ca Kopp said. “I better be getting my 
classes. 1 feel kind of cheated.”
As funding decreases every year, the 
CSU Chancdlor’s Office must find cre­
ative ways to make ends meet.
“All the solutions we have are bad 
solutions,” said Erik Fallis, CSU me­
dia specialist.
The initial plans to fill the budget 
gaps include several strategies. CSUs 
will receive an estimated $142 million 
in revenue (net of financial aid) from 
the tuition fee increase already ap­
proved for lyi to the budget reduction.
:e me are gonna go get a 
n i^  jdh because these jerks don’t 
know how to run a business.'^
—  Eric Fisher
Ixonomics proicisor
Across the system, campuses will be 
asked to reduce their budgets by a total 
of $281 million. Cal Poly was asked to 
reduce its budget by $25.2 million, the 
figure based off student enrollment.
In addition, funded student enroll­
ment for 2011 -2012 will drop by more 
than 10,000 students, representing a 
$60 million cost saving;s. The CSU 
Chancellor’s Office budget will be cut 
by $10.8 million, approximately 14 
percent of its budget, a substantial re­
duction because the Chancellor’s Office 
does not receive student fee revenues.
Although the CSU program is 
being severely hit by the California 
recession. Cal Poly President Jeffrey 
Armstrong is hopeful for the future.
“I’m supportive o f the governor’s 
budget because he’s doing his best,” 
Armstrong said. “I’m very proud 
about how faculty, students and staff 
have reacted and I hope it will be the 
end o f the cuts.”
Faculty, students and staff alike 
are concerned about how the budget 
cuts will affect the campus.
“These people are' morons,” said 
economics professor Eric Fisher. “I 
saw a woeful lack of preparation dur­
ing the Baker presidency.”
However, as a Poly professor 
for almost five years, Fisher is opti­
mistic about Armstrong’s presidency.
“Armstrong seems to have the 
right idea that we’re going to have 
to raise more of a cushion in the fu­
ture,” Fisher said.
»le planned as well as 
»osnble for these cuts and 
realized that tough da;
coming.
—  Jeffrey Armstrong
Cal Poly president
Armstrong said he believes the 
university is well prepared for this 
budget cut. He .said he wants to focus 
on Cal Poly’s future while managing 
what the campus has done in the past.
“There was great management of 
the university before I arrived,” Arm­
strong said. “People planned as well 
as possible for these cuts and realized 
that tough days are coming.”
Furloughs are not being considered 
for the 2011-2012 academic year, Fal­
lis said. Since the majority o f funding 
is spent on faculty and staff salaries, 
furloughs can produce a lot o f income 
for the CSU system without having ro 
fire a large number o f staff members.
“How they’re gonna get by with­
out furloughs is beyond me,” Fisher 
said. “I think furloughs are a much 
better solution than firing staff. 
We’re all in this together.”
However, Fisher believes furloughs 
can cause damage in the fiimrc.
’ “If they keep on jerking around the 
professors, people like me are gonna gp 
get a new job because these jerks don’t 
know how to run a business,” he said.
Armstrong said the financial situ­
ation relics heavily on the decisions 
by those in Sacramento. Without the 
support o f the state, the CSU  system 
will continue to see more budget cuts 
in the future.
“We need several Republicans to 
step up and support the governor,” 
Fisher said. “That’s what it’s all about.”
Students, faculty and staff have 
made their voices heard across many 
CSU campuses.
“We are trying our best to edu­
cate people about the importance o f 
higher education,” Armstrong said.
E ditor’s note: A contingency plan  
presented Tuesday states CSUs may 
have to raise tuition by 3 2  percent, in  
addition to the 10 percent increase fo r  
the 2010-2011 calendar year.
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Lawsuit
continuedfrom  page 1
dispute, the lawsuit is part of a con­
tinuing struggle between the city and 
its police officers and firefighters, one 
that dates back to November 2000, 
when binding arbitration was first put 
in place as an alternative to striking. 
Measure S, approved by 57.3 percent 
of voters, allowed for an impartial third 
party to decide maners o f pay, hours 
and other conditions o f employment 
when the city and p<.)lice officers and 
firefighters could not agree.
Ifie city council will put the pro­
posed special election to a vote next 
week, without altering the language of 
either of the proposed measures as the 
police officers wanted.
SLOPOA now objects to die city’s 
rush to put binding arbitration and re­
tirement plans to a vote.
“Ifiere is no hurt)' to go forward 
with this in August by mail-in ballot,” 
Blackstone said.
llie suggested August election 
would exclude a number of San Luis 
Obispo residents, such as Cal Poly stu­
dents who go home for die summer, 
Blackstone said. He also said the coun­
cil created a special charter to allow for 
the mail-in ballot.
“Thcyre reinventing the wheel here 
to do what they want to do,” Black- 
stone said.
Attorney for SLOPOA Allison 
Berry Wilkinson .said the lawsuit is 
an attempt to make the City Council 
put off next weeks voteuntil the po­
lice officers and firefighters have had 
a chance to look over and amend the 
proposed measures.
“Essentially what we’re doing is 
we’re a.sking the court to order the city 
to do the things thc)'’re supposed to do 
before they put the measure on the bal­
lot,” Wilkinson said.
Wilkinson also said if the city agreed 
to meet and confer with the unions, 
then there was the possibility that a 
compromise could be rc^ ached. Accord­
ing to Wilkinson, the city refused.
“The city only wants to push its
MANON FISHER MUSTANt; DAIt.Y
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“T hey’re reinventing  the w heel here to do w hat they w ant to  d o ,”said San  Luis 
O b isp o  Police O fficers’ A ssociation  President M att B lack sto n e  o f  the C ity  
C o u n c il’s proposed special e lectio n  that w ould take p lace in August th is year.
agenda.” Wilkinson said. “It dtx'sn’t 
want to hear the other ways in which 
the city can accomplish their goal. ”
Ihc San l.uis ('fbisp) Firefighters’ 
AsstK'iation has alre;idy profxi.scd alter­
native language for the measua*s that 
would not allow the city to alter the 
retirement plans as dnistic.illy, but these 
alternatives were ignored by the city, 
Blackstone said.
San loiis Obispo Vice Mayor John 
Ashbaugh said the proposed measures 
are an effort by the C2ity Council to re­
pair a broken system, but one he doesn’t
agree with.
“It’s really a question of control 
and jX)wer and my feeling is the 
power arnuigement of our charter is 
Hawed, but it ckxsn’t nct*d to be re­
pealed." .Ashbaugh said.
Ihough he could not comment 
on SLOPCWs suit, Ashbaugh did .say 
some tension Ix'tween SLOPOA and 
the city’ was unavoicLible.
“There’s always going to be sort r>f 
an adversarial relationship there just 
as there is between any labor union 
and an employer,” Ashbaugh .said.
Science
continued from  page I
Winners get the award and a trip 
to Washington, D.C. for a ceremo­
ny and a chance to meet congressio­
nal members and President Barack 
Obama. Bergen said she loves D.C. 
and is looking forward to meeting 
the other teachers who’ve won, as 
well as congressional members. 
Bergen will receive an all expense- 
paid trip, as well as $10,()()() from 
the National Science Foundation. 
She doesn’t know what she will do 
with the award money yet.
“I think it’ll just support my 
.scientific activities,” she said. 
“I’m a learner. I see that as money 
for me to fund my continued sci­
ence learning.”
She said she thinks she was se­
lected because her strength lies in 
having students take an active role 
in their own learning. Her life’s 
work is to connect people with the 
world around them and know what 
is happening “behind the scenes,” 
like the photosynthesis going on in 
a leaf, she said.
“It’s not about memorizing facts 
or reading and an.swering que.s- 
tions,” Bergen said. “It’s about ac­
tually doing science and having 
opportunities to work in teams, to 
talk about your results and to draw 
some conclusions. 1 would say the 
active learning component prob­
ably was a part o f it, plus the detail 
that 1 put into creating a lesson.”
Bergen, a Cal Poly alumna, 
originally was a liberal studies ma­
jor, but transferred to biological 
sciences because of her love o f the 
natural world. She decided to get 
back into teaching after an intern­
ship with the F(K)thill Horizons 
Outdoor .School.
“As .stxm as 1 started to lead 
hikes o f sixth graders for a week, 1 
was totally connected to being with 
them, to leading them on hikes and 
getting them interacting with the 
natural world,” she said. “Tfiat was
Rape
continued from  page I
Members o f Sigma Phi Epsilon 
and the Intcrfratcrnity Council did 
not reply for comment.
The San Luis Obispo Police Depart­
ment cannot release any more informa­
tion regarding the event at this time.
Representatives from Cal Poly’s 
Sexual As.sault-free Environment Re­
source Program (SAFER) responded 
quickly to the alleged event.
l.ayla Zare, a busine.ss adminis­
tration sophomore and SAFER edu­
cator, «aid the group organized an 
informational se.ssion, to take place 
today from 9 to 11 a.m. in University 
Union, room 220. She .said with the 
forum, SAFER is trying to encourage 
a more accepting environment for 
victims o f sexual a.s.sault.
“All o f us at SAFER are very sorry 
about the unfortunate, alleged .sexual 
a.ssault that occurred this past week­
end,” Zare said. “We would like the 
community to remember that the sur­
vivor is never at fault if they are as.sault- 
cd, no mancr what the circumstances 
arc. Any forced, pressured or coerced 
.sexual contact without both party’s 
mutual consent constitutes a sexual 
a.ssault. Legally, a person is not able to 
give their full consent or agreement if 
intoxicated by drugs or alcohol."
Zare also offered help to any of 
those disturbed by the alleged assault.
“We would like to offer support, 
information and resources to any­
one who may have been affected by 
this incident,” Zare said. “We are 
still waiting to learn more details 
about the assault and would like 
to encourage all students to attend 
(the forum).”
Any additional information 
should be reported to SLOPD at 
(805) 781-7312.
David Liebig and Alicia Freeman 
contrihued to this article.
a huge pivotal point for me.”
Her office walls are filled with 
phomgraphs o f past and current 
students, from elementary school to 
college, who have participated in her 
projects and classes. Bergen taught 
for 24 years at the elementary school 
level in Oakdale, Calif, and started 
teaching at Cal Poly last fall. She 
enjoys teaching elementar)' school 
students because o f their curiosity, 
energy, willingness to try different 
things and their love of life. Bergen 
also enjoys teaching college age stu­
dents, and she gets to teach content 
she hasn’t been involved with for 
many years.
“When you have to take some­
thing and think about how to explain 
it or pre.sent it to someone else, it’ll go 
deeper inside of you,” she said.
Tlie presidential award isn’t the 
only recognition she has received over 
the years. She was Cal Poly's 2008 
Honored Alumna, the recipient of the 
2006 Amgen Award for Science and 
Teaching Excellence, the 2003 Cali­
fornia’s Teacher of the Year and the 
2(M)2 Stanislaus C’ounty Teacher of 
the Year.
Barbara Shook, the assistant super­
intendent o f curriculum Si instruc- 
tion/technology at Oakdale joint 
Unified School District, has worked 
with Bergen for approximately a de­
cade. She .said she is. very pleased to 
see Bergen receive the award because 
she said EWrgen is an amazing teacher 
focused on bringing science into the 
elementary school curriculum.
“She put in so many hours over the 
years for our students,” Shook said.
(]al P«ily College of Science and 
Mathematics dean Phil Bailey also 
.said he is proud of Bergen’s achieve­
ments and is honored to have her on 
staff. She is* currently helping them 
strengthen their own curriculum by 
reworking courses to better suit the 
need.s o f students who are planning 
to be elementary school teachers.
“The reason we’re .so proud of her 
is bccau.se of her focus, expertise and 
drive,” he said. “She has really made 
a difference.”
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Threat of Mississippi River fiooding continues to grow in South
Counties on 
flood warning
III.
Mo.
Mississippi I
Ark.
Ala.
V^teliabufQ 
fitelcheac'
River of trouble
The Mississippi River is surging 
toward near-record levels in its 
southern reaches.
Memphis, May 10
River crested at 47.8 ft. (14,6 m)
Predicted river crests
(As of 8 p.m. EDT May 10)
Crest Flood
Date .•*•0®.
— May to 64.5 ft. 48 ft.
" , (10.7 m) (14.6 m)
—  May 19
r
57.6 ft. 
(17.5 m)
84 ft. 
(19.5 m)
47.5 ft. 
(14.5 m)
10 5 ft. 
(8 m)
43 fL 
(13 m)
48 ft. 
(14.6 m)
35 ft. 
(10.8 m)
17 ft.* 
(5.2 m)
m
* Ls v s m  protect New Orleans to the 20'ft 
(6 m) stage
e a o il MCT
Souroee: U S. National Weather Servloo. Reuters 
Graphic Ray Enslow, Los Angeles Timea
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
The Misaiaatppi River crested in Memphis, Tenn. on Tuesday, and is expected to 
flood several more cities in the Delta within the next three weeks.
M ich ae l M uskal
LOS ANGELES TIMES
The swollen Mississippi River 
carried its dangers o f flooding 
and damage toward the Delta on 
Wednesday morning as the resi­
dents in three states including Loui­
siana prepared for weeks o f battling 
the rivers growing energy.
The river crested just inches below 
its record stage of 48.7 feet in Memphis, 
Tenn., on Tuesday. But, by Wednesday 
morning, the river had passed its record 
in Natchez, Miss., reaching 58 Im  and 
growing, according to the National 
Weather Service. Forecasters predia 
the river will crest in Natchez on May 
21 at 64 fm .
At Vicksburg, Miss., the river
is expected to crest at 57.5 feet on 
May 19, about 1.5 feet above the re­
cord crest o f 1927, according to the 
Army Corps o f Engineers. In Hel­
ena, Ark., the river on Wednesday 
was at more than 56 feet, about 12 
feet above flood stage.
“The flood crest along the Missis­
sippi is forecast to move slowly down­
stream towards New Orleans during 
the next three weeks,” the weather 
service said in a posting on its website 
Wednesday morning.
“The White River, the Arkansas 
River, Big Black River are just a few 
major tributaries that may be impaaed 
by the Mississippi main stem flooding. 
Interstate 40 west of Memphis be­
tween Hazen and Brinkley is closed in 
both directions due to the White River 
overflowing its banks. At this time 
there is no anticipated time for reopen­
ing the road,” the statement said.
The swollen river has forced thou­
sands of people along the watery 
route to seek higher ground, hun­
dreds going to shelters. Crops have 
been washed away, hundreds of mil­
lions o f dollars in damage has already 
been reported and more is expected. 
As the floodwater moves south, offi­
cials worry about the impact on Mis­
sissippi’s casino industry and later on 
lx)uisiana’s petroleum facilities.
Officials said they were checking 
levees along the ifver and taking pre­
cautions. In Louisiana, sute officials 
said that inmates were filling sandbags 
to be used if the Morganza spillway is
opened near Baton Rouge. On Mon­
day, the corps said it has b^un opening 
the Bonnet Carre spillway near New 
Orleans and the Morganza could be 
opened this weekend. The floodway 
pours into the Atchafalaya River, and 
on to the Gulf o f Mexico.
“We know the corps will make 
the decision to open the Morganza 
Spillway when the trigger point of 
1.5 million cubic feet per second 
at the Red River Landing gauge is 
reached,” Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal said on his website. “The 
corps said they expect this trigger to 
be reached by Saturday.”
jindal also said there were projec­
tions of how many would be afll«n;ed 
by the opening.
“The corps also presented us today 
with information on population sta­
tistics and structures that could be im­
pacted by the opening of the spillway. 
Their mfbrmation shows that there are 
about 2,500 people located inside the
spillway and 2,0(K) structures. In the 
backwater area, there are about 22,500 
people and 11,000 structures that 
would be impacted by the Morganza 
Spillway opening,” he said.
As the river rises, the casino industry 
will begin to shut down, Jindal noted.
“In Baton Rouge, the Coast 
Guard told us the Hollywood Ca­
sino will shut down their opera­
tions at 45 feet, which is estimated , 
to be on the 15th, and the Casino; 
Rouge will shut down operations; 
at 47  feet, which is projected to be) 
on the 22nd. The Hollywood Ca-' 
sino in downtown Baton Rouge is! 
already experiencing some flood­
ing in their parking lot,” the gov­
ernor stated. !
Two o f the casinos near Vicks­
burg have already closed, idling at 
least 1,200 workers.
Jindal also said that about 500 
Louisiana National Guard troops 
will be deployed. |
a  flood crest along theippi is forecast to move slowly downstream towiards Ni Orleans during the ni
weeks.
—  National Weather Service
New  bill would m andate job training for returning U.S. troops
R ob H otaka inen
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
For the first time, U.S. troops would 
be required to enroll in a fnieral job­
training program before they’re allowed 
to leave the military under a bill intro­
duced in the Senate on Wednesday.
Called the Hiring Heroes Act o f 
2011, it’s aimed at reducing an un­
employment rate o f 27 percent for 
veterans returning from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.
“We are taking a huge step forward 
in rethinking the way we treat our men 
and women in uniform after they leave 
the military,” said Sen. Patty Murray, 
D'Wash., the chief sponsor o f the bill.
Too many returning troops are suf­
fering from “the invisible wounds of 
war” and need more help finding jobs, 
said Murray, chairman o f the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee.
“We read about it in the skyrocket­
ing suicide statistics, problems at home, 
substance abuse and even in the rising 
homelessness among our returning vet­
erans,” she said at a news cordinence on 
the U.S. Capitol lawn.
There’s no cost estimate fi>r the bill, 
but Murray noted that in 2010, the
Department o f Defense paid out $500 
million in unemployment benefits for 
Army veterans.
Under the bill, depaning service 
members would leam about such things 
as job searches, career decision-making, 
occupational and labor market condi­
tions, interviewing techniques and 
how to write cover letters and resumes. 
It would be offered as part o f the Tran­
sition Assistance Program, which was 
created by a partnership among the 
Departments o f Defense, Veterans Af­
fairs, Transportation and Labor.
Currently veterans can voluntarily 
participate in the program. But officials 
said roughly one-third of those leaving 
the Army choose not to.
Murray, 60, said that for too long 
Americans have patted veterans on the 
back, thanked them for their service, 
and then “pushed them out into the 
job market alone.”
She said she wanes to make sure that 
retiuning troops end up with good ca­
reers, not homeless or addiaed or as “a 
generation lost.” And she said her bill 
would allow Americans not to make 
the same mistakes of her generation, 
when too many Vietnam veterans were 
ignored when they renutied home.
Murray and other proponents of 
the legislation said that too often vet­
erans find out that certificates they’ve 
earned for different lines o f military 
work are not accepted when they apply 
for civilian jobs.
She said that one of the first things 
veterans leam is employers arc reluctant 
to hire them because they fiar they may 
have mental health issues.
Veterans groups welcomed the 
bill and said they would fight for 
its passage.
“We consistendy hear from our 
members that the challenges in this 
job market are mounting,” said Paul 
Rieckhoff, founder and executive di­
rector o f Iraq and A fganistan Veter­
ans o f America. “They need jobs and 
skills training to transition into the 
civilian workforce, and we’re encour­
aged to see that Congress is taking 
aggressive action on this front. There 
is a long road ahead.”
It’s way too soon to determine 
whether the bill has any chance of be­
coming law. Murray said her commit­
tee will not hold a hearing until early 
June, and a companion bill has yet to 
be introduced in the House.
Sen. Jon Tester, a Montaiu Demo­
crat and one of 13 co-sponsors o f the 
bill, said that passing the legislation is 
“the responsible thing to do” to ease the 
transition from miliary to civilian life.
Democratic Sen. Mark Begich of 
Alaska, another co-sponsor, told re­
porters that when he served as mayor 
o f Anchorage he discovered that 
veterans and active-duty military 
personnel formed “one o f our best 
recruiting grounds.”
“When I was nayor, if we saw 
someone that had these incredible skill 
levels that was in the military or retired, 
we grabbed them because they had in­
credible depth of knowledge in a vari­
ety o f areas,” Begich said.
Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., said pio-
ponents o f the bill “recognize a gapinj 
hole in our current structure and o u j 
system.” Returning troops "can anc 
should be the backbone o f our rcvital 
ization of the economy of this coun 
try,” he said.
“We have failed to provide fo 
them a path to returning full] 
home,” he said.
The other co-sponsors are Sens 
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaskau Baiban 
Boxer, D-Calif.; Roben Casey, D-Pa. 
Max Baucus, D-Mont.; Patrick Leah) 
D -V u  Jay Rodccfyicr, D-W.Va.; Dan 
id Akaka, D-Hawaii; Bemie Sanders, 
Vermont independent; Sherrod Browij 
D-Ohk); aixl Scott Brown, R-Mass.
taking a huge Step 
in rethinking the way 
we treat oiir men and wn 
uniform after they le a ^  
military.
—  Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash.
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Brown favors Democrats in government jobs
D avid S iders
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
California Gov. Jerry Brown often 
complains that the Capitol is more 
partisan than when he was gover­
nor before.
But in one significant area, he 
has been more partisan than his 
predecessor. O f the 102 appoint­
ments the Democratic governor has 
announced early in his third term, 
just nine are Republicans. Brown is 
choosing Democrats about 80 per­
cent o f the time.
Browns dependence on members 
o f his own party is a departure from 
recent practice that has not endeared 
him to the G O P lawmakers he is try­
ing to engage in budget negotiations.
Any budget deal with Republican 
lawmakers may require Republican 
appointments, said Bill Whalen, a 
research fellow at Stanford Univer­
sity’s Hoover Institution and former 
spcechwriter for Gov. Pete Wilson.
“If the governor really does want 
to work with the Republicans,” 
Whalen said, appointments may be 
“part o f the price o f doing business.”
Moreover, former Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s relative parity in 
appointments —  fellow Republicans 
made up just 55 percent o f his ap­
pointees —  was designed to bring di­
verse backgrounds and points o f view 
into his administration, said former 
Press Secretary Aaron McLear.
“Ethnic diversity, regional diver­
sity and also, as much as possible, 
political affiliation,” McLear said.
Brown spokesman Gil Duran 
said Wednesday that Brown does not 
consider political affiliation and is 
“looking for the most qualified can­
didates, period.”
“It’s reasonable to assume that 
a Democratic administration is 
in contact with a lot o f qualified
Democratic candidates,” Duran .said.
If Brown is not conscious of 
political affiliation in his appoint­
ments, it w^ ould be uncharacteristic. 
He has tried various ways to endear 
himself to his Republican adversar­
ies, including visiting with them at 
social gatherings and at his loft. He 
encouraged supporters last month to 
“hug a Republican.”
For all that. Assembly Republican 
leader Connie Ck>nway said, one 
might have expected more balance 
in Brown’s Redgling administration.
“If you bill yourself as being bi- 
parti.san, then really, you know, then 
you ought to make sure that you 
are,” she said.
When Brown was last governor, 
from 1975 to 1983, he was widely 
praised for expanding the presence 
o f women and minorities in his ad­
ministration. Four months into his 
third term, his appointments have 
largely come without controversy. 
The exception was former state 
schools chief Louis “Bill” Honig, 
who was removed from office after 
being convicted in 1993 o f conflict- 
of-interest charges. Honig with­
drew his nomination to the state 
Board o f Education.
Rachel Michelin, an orga­
nizer o f California Women’s State 
Appointment Project, which recruits 
women to apply for appointments.
said Brown’s appointments secre­
tary and adviser on appointments
—  two women, both Democrats
—  have been receptive to concerns 
about diversity.
O f the appointments Brown 
has announced, 62 o f them are 
men and 40 are women.
Michelin said she was struck by 
the number o f Democrats Brown 
has appointed. But his administra­
tion is so new she said she is “trying 
to cut him some slack.”
dhe most recent Republican ap­
pointment Brown made was to a 
Cabinet-level position, secretary of 
the Department o f Veterans Affairs. 
Retired Maj. Gen. Peter James Gra- 
vett .said he and Brown talked about 
his qualifications and ideas. His 
political affiliation, he said, “never 
came up.”
Republican Assemblyman Cam­
eron Smyth of Santa Clarita, who 
joined Brown for a budget forum in 
Smyth’s home town last month, said 
he is more concerned about Brown’s 
budget proposals than the political 
makeup of his administration.
Smyth shrugged o ff any com ­
parison with Schwarzenegger, who 
is a moderate.
“I think Governor Schwarzeneg­
ger was probably only 55 percent 
Republican anyway,” he said.
m bill yourself as being 
upuptisan, then really, you 
know, then you ought to make 
sure that you are.
—  Connie Conway
AMcmbly Republican leader
when n«w s braaks... w a 'v« got it covorad
Prime minister to discuss 
U.S. presence in Iraq
S ahar Issa  
Roy G utm an
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma- 
liki said Wednesday that he would 
engage in a months-long consulta­
tion with Iraq’s politiail factions 
before deciding whether to ask the 
United States to keep some troops 
in the country.
Al-Maliki said he would back a 
continued U.S. troop presence if he 
found that at least 70 percent of the 
country’s p>olitical leadership favored 
such a move. He said he would try to 
reach a decision by the end of July.
The Americans “need time to pre­
pare and get ready for the withdraw­
al, so they want my decision before 
August,” he said.
Ifie  announcement was the first 
official indication that al-Maliki
might be willing ro ask the United 
States to keep troops in Iraq after Dec. 
31, when they’re scheduled to leave 
under a status o f forces agreement be­
tween the countries.
The decision to extend their pres­
ence is fraught with political peril. 
Iraq’s Kurds and Sunni Muslims favor 
an extension, but Shiite Muslims in al- 
Maliki’s own bloc arc opposed.
Al-Maliki .said his political partners 
preferred “that 1 shouldn’t carry the re­
sponsibility alone.” So he’ll ask other 
political leaders whether they want 
U.S. forces to remain and if so, how 
many, where and until when.
He indicated that the parliament 
would make the final decision.
Hard-line Shiite cleric Muqtada 
al-Sadr has threatened violence if U.S. 
troops remain beyond December, but 
Maliki said al-Sadr should take part in 
the debate like everyone else..
How To Get A Guy 
To Open Up
“How come he’s not returning my calls?"
“Why won’t he commit?"
“We can discuss some issues, but he won’t tell me how he’s really 
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Federal budget splits Democrats, 
but brings Republican Party together
D avid Lightm an
MCCU\TCHY NEWSPAPERS
Dennocrats in Congress arc rorn 
over how to craft a federal budget, a 
dispute that could make it difficult 
for Washingtons high-level deficit 
reduction talks to get much done 
anytime soon.
Democratic leaders arc seeking an 
alternative to the Republican plan 
passed last month by the House of 
Representatives, but Senate Budget 
Committee Democrats have been 
unable to agree.
Liberals want a bold blueprint 
that spares social programs ftom big 
spending cuts and provides a sharp 
counterpoint to the G O P’s proposal, 
which includes a dramatic revamping 
of Medicare and Medicaid.
“What were dealing with is an 
extreme budget coming out of the 
House,” said Sen. Bernard Sanders, a 
Vermont independent who caucuses 
with the Democrats.
But others in the parry sec sig­
nificant spending cuts as necessary 
to get a deal with Republicans, who 
control the House and have enough 
votes to block any Senate Demo­
cratic plan.
Democrats also disagree on taxes. 
One group wants to impose more
taxes on the wealthy and big corpo­
rations —  particularly oil companies 
—  while others are skittish about 
being tagged as tax-raisers. Sen. Ben 
Nelson, D-Neb., for example, wants 
no tax increases as long as the econo­
my remains sluggish.
President Barack Obama met 
Wednesday at the White House 
with Senate Democrats and plans 
to meet there Ihursday with Senate 
Republicans.
After their 90-minute meeting 
Wednesday, Senate Majorit)' Leader 
Harry Reid of Nevada said of Demo­
crats, “We arc singing ftom the same 
hymnbook on the same page.” Back 
at the Capitol, though, lawmakers 
said there was still disagreement over 
budget details.
Meanwhile, two bipartisan groups 
continue to seek a budget compro­
mise: One led by Vice President Joe 
Biden, the other the “Gang of Six” 
senators —  three Democrats and 
three Republicans.
Republicans are largely united. 
Most embrace the House plan, 
which would cut projected federal 
deficits by $4.4 trillion over 10 years 
without raising taxes while dramati­
cally changing government health 
programs.
Democrats aren’t buying that.
W hat we’re dealing with is an 
extreme budget coming out of 
the House.
Sen. Bernard Sanders
Vt. (Ind.)
But they hold differing views on 
what to do about Medicare. The 
46-year-old government health care 
program is expected to serve 48.5 
million .seniors and some disabled 
people this year. It’s projected to 
grow at a 5.6 percent annual rate 
through 2021, far more than the 
economy is expected to expand.
While many Democrats rule out 
any changes to Medicare, some, 
including House Minority Wliip 
Steny Hoyer of Maryland, arc open 
to ideas.
“I don’t want to get into means 
testing until we look at the specific 
proposals,” he said. Means testing 
involves limiting benefits lor wealth­
ier beneficiaries, or taxing more of 
their benefits.
Hoyer argued that such changes 
arc not ncce.ssarily radical.
“Generally speaking, we do, as 
you know, have certain means test­
ing in both Medicare and in Social 
Security at this point in time, both 
through taxation on Social Secu­
rity, and also the higher reimburse­
ment for the first portions o f Medi­
care ... so we have some degree of 
that.” he said.
Democratic discussions focus 
on other specific programs as well. 
Sen. Mark Begich of Alaska, a Bud­
get Committee member, .said talks 
included “how far you can go on 
defense before really affecting readi­
ness, and will we be cutting other 
programs too hard.”
Some moderate Democrats, par­
ticularly those from oil-prt>ducing 
states, have expres.sed qualms over 
tax ideas being floated recently, no­
tably the plan to slash breaks for the 
nation’s largest oil companies.
“If you’re going to ask me to 
stand here and pick on one indus­
try that pays billions o f dollars in 
taxes ... that hires 350,000 people in 
my state,” said Sen. Mary Landrieu 
o f Louisiana, “not only can I not 
vote for (hurting the industry), it’s 
laughable.”
The Senate Budget Com m it­
tee had hoped to write a plan this 
week, but Chairman Kent Conrad, 
D -N .D ., got a mixed reaction May 
3 when he presented his ideas to 
Democrats in a closed meeting.
■ The panel is now aiming to act 
next week.
“We’re very close," said Sen. Ben 
Cardin, D-Md., a committee mem- 
lier. “Were not the Republican Party 
that moves in lockstep. Democrats 
don’t have that type o f discipline.”
Word on the Street
f
Do you have any concerns about 
getting the  classes you need for
next fall?
“No — the upper-division 
classes aren’t impacted”
— Colleen Cook, 
kinesiology senior
I '
“ I’m a graduate studeni so 
no. I register even before the 
priority students — I 've 
already registered I pay 
more, but I can pretty much 
get into any class I want, 
except for ones specifically 
reserved for majois.”
— Kennedy Owen, 
computer science 
graduate student
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I've only h<id iil'O tcmi ,-ats 
beforectashm u, inis  
quarter’s good thouqt'
— Beth Luttrell. 
history sophomore
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“As of registration, not really. 
I’m pretty set after looking at 
PASS.”
— Matt Sootef, 
agribusiness freshman
m-
f f \
“Kind of ~  my rotation is in 
the middle, and the classes 
with good teachers tend to fill 
up fast."
— Precilla Tang, 
industrial engineering 
sophomore
■'Yeah. t>‘cause I have like 
10th lotation. There's going 
to be some classes I won't 
be a.hl6' to gel info, but I'll still 
be able to have a full load."
— Jairiie Ce)a. 
computer science freshman
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■' f  ym i could win1a GIFT CARD 
from  the W ild Donkey Cafe
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Briefs
State
SAN LUIS OBISPO (MCT) —
A 28-year-ol(i Bay Area man accused 
o f impersonating a California High­
way Patrol officer and other crimes 
last year has entered a plea of no con­
test to three charges, according to the 
District Attorneys Office.
Mark Ryan Polini entered his plea 
in San Luis Obispo Superior Court 
on Wednesday to felony possession of 
child pornography, felony grand theft 
o f a firearm and misdemeanor imper­
sonating a police officer. A no-contest 
plea results in a conviction without an 
admission of guilt.
Police initially arrested Polini after 
an officer pulled him over as he was 
driving an unmarked black 2001 Ford 
Crown Viaoria near the Atascadero 
Shell station at East Front Street and 
San Gabriel Road in July 2010.
Police then arrested Polini a sec­
ond time after finding property they 
allege was stolen, including jewelry, 
and later booked him a third time on 
suspicion of having more than 2,000 
images of child pornography on his 
laptop computer. Judge Michael 
Duiiy has indicated he’ll sentence 
Polini to one year in County Jail, but 
prosecutor Andy Cadena is expected 
to argue for a longer prison sentence.
S A N  D IE G O  (M C T )  ~
The San Diego County district at­
torney has filed a civil suit aimed 
at overturning former California 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s last- 
minute reduction o f the prison 
sentence o f the son o f former state 
Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez 
in the slaying o f a college student. 
The decision was made without 
consulting with prosecutors in the 
case —  angering District Attorney 
Bonnie Dumanis and the family of 
the victim, Luis Samos.
In the civil suit, announced 
Wednesday, Dumanis argues that 
Schwarzenegger had a legal obliga­
tion to notify prosecutors and the 
families o f the victims. Santos was 
killed in a late-night street brawl 
outside San Diego State University. 
Esteban Nunez pleaded guilty in 
2010 to voluntary manslaughter 
and assault with a deadly weapon.
National
MISSOURI (MCT) —
The Rev. Jacob Jester wasn’t trying 
to surt anything.
But when he saw security screeners 
at Kansas City International Airport 
patting down a baby —  a baby —  he 
took a picture. And then he shared 
that picture on Twitter.
It went viral, and voila: Jester’s 
snapshot is the flashpoint of the day 
in the debate over who should be con­
sidered a threat to the flying public.
Not what he intended. Jester said 
Tuesday, after the image had licen 
picked up by The Drudge Report and 
the Daily Mail in I^ndon, among 
others, and viewed nearly 300,000 
times. Jester had just cleared secu­
rity Satualay aftemtwn on his way 
to Albuquerque, N.M., when he 
saw that the woman and young baby 
were about to be searched. The baby’s 
stroller had “alarmed” during explo­
sives screening.
Tlie Transportation Security Ad­
ministration, which has contracted 
with Firstline Transportation Se­
curity to handle screening, issued a 
statement saying the officers followed 
proper prooedutes.
•  •
IL L IN O IS  (M C T )  —
Emboldened by a ruling in Port­
land, Ore., last month that ordered 
the Vatican to disclose its role in 
supervising a priest accused o f child 
sex abuse, a Minneapolis attorney 
has sued the Vatican on behalf o f a 
young man who was abused by for­
mer Roman Catholic priest Daniel 
McCormack.
Announcing the suit at a news 
conference in Chicago on Wednes­
day, anomey Jeff Anderson said he 
had sufficient evidence to hold Pope 
Benedict XVI and his predecessor 
Pope John Paul II accountable for en­
abling McCormack’s long pattern of 
child sex abuse.
Anderson’s client already reached 
a dvil settlement with the archdio­
cese and McCormack. This lawsuit 
would not change that settlement, 
he said.
McCormack, 42, pleaded guilty 
in July 2007 to abusing five boys and 
served two years o f his five-year prison 
sentence.
International
YEMEN (MCT) —
Yemeni forces opened fire on anti­
government demonstrators in three 
cities Wednesday, killing at least 
four people and injuring dozens as 
beleaguered President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh refused step down.
In Sana, the capital, a protest 
march of tens of thousands was con­
fronted by forces loyal to Saleh, result­
ing in at least one death and scores of 
injuries. In the southern commercial 
hub ofTaiz, two protesters were killed 
in clashes with security forces. And in 
the Red Sea port city o f Hudaida, an­
other protester was killed when secu­
rity forces opened fire after marchers 
tried to force their way into a govern­
ment building.
Crowds were frustrated with 
stalled negotiations to end Saleh’s 
33-year rule, including an agreement 
brokered by fellow members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council that Saleh 
has not signed.
Abdul Hafez Noman, a leader of 
Yemen’s opposition Baath party, said 
council members still favor the agree­
ment, which would allow Saleh to 
leave office with immunity.
•  •  •
S P A IN  (M C T )  —
At least 10 people were killed 
Wednesday in a magnitude 5.2 
earthquake in south-eastern Spain, 
regional officials said.
The fatalities in the city o f Lorca 
included a 13-ycar-old boy, accord­
ing to television repotts. Several 
other people were reported injured.
Emergency teams were comb­
ing damaged buildings in search of 
victims, and the government sent a 
military unit o f 150 soldiers to as­
sist rescuers.
The quake had its epicenter near 
Lorca, in the Murcia region. It fol­
lowed an initial quake with a mag­
nitude 4.5, which only damaged 
the facades o f some buildings.
The second quake caused several 
buildings and a church tower to 
collapse in Lorca.
Ihe earthquake was the deadli­
est in Spain since 1956, when 12 
people were killed in the Granada 
region.
Three dead in shooting at 
San Jose State University
M ark  G om ez  
M ike  R osenberg
SAN JOSE MERCURV NEWS
A shocking shooting at a San Jose 
State University parking garage that 
left three people dead is being investi­
gated as a murder-suicide, university 
police said Wednesday.
In a news release, police said the 
three people “were known to each 
other” and that the shooting was not 
gang related.
Police did not release the identi­
ties or genders o f the three people.
The shooter opened fire at the 
campus 10th Street garage Tuesday 
evening as students attended evening 
classes. Police were alerted at 8:36 
p.m. PDT.
Two people were shot and died 
at the scene. A third person —  who 
officials believe was the shooter —  
was taken to a local hospital and 
died there.
“Police were immediately able 
to ascertain that this incident in­
volved three individuals and only 
three individuals and campus was 
not in danger,” university spokes­
woman Pat Lopes Harris - said. 
“Our police immediately turned to 
life-saving measures for the three 
that were involved.”
Harris said the weapon was re­
covered.
“That’s one indication o f why we 
knew immediately that our people 
were not at risk nor the general pub­
lic,” she said.
University officials said they 
could not remember the last time 
there was a homicide on campus.
Harris said that after the coroner 
identifies the three people, officials will 
check student records to determine if 
any o f the three anended SJSU.
TJie 10th Street garage was open 
Wednesday morning, which is 
where Charles Tumbaga, a 32-ycar- 
old electrical engineering student, 
parked about 9 a.m.. While calling 
the shooting “unfortunate," he said 
SJSU is “relatively safe.”
“I can’t imagine what the motive 
would be for someone to come and 
kill people here,” he said.
Late Tuesday evening, hundreds 
o f onlookers milled around the street 
as university police investigated the 
shooting, which happened on the 
fifth floor of the campus’s main 
garage, a six-level structure that also 
houses the student services center.
People nearby reported hearing 
pops that sounded like fireworks. 
SJSU Police Sgt. John Laws said wit­
nesses who were inside the garage 
when the shooting started were be­
ing interviewed. Campus police are 
leading the investigation, with help 
from the San Jose Police Depart­
ment’s homicide unit.
With the garage cordoned off 
Tuesday night, students were left 
stranded and searching for answers.
“I’m just surprised it happened 
here. 1 never thought it would hap­
pen at this school,” said Josh Tullo, 
30, a senior. He had just finished an 
evening class and was heading to the 
garage before he made a detour for 
dinner instead.
Harris said students were alerted 
within 30 minutes via a public an­
nouncement system that blasted the 
news in classrooms and offices and 
several hours later notified students 
and faculty with a secondary alert. 
Still, some students complained on 
Facebook and Twitter that officials 
took too long to do so.
imagine what the 
motive would be for someone to 
come and kill people
—  Charles Tumbaga
Electrical engineering uudent
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Senior project merges 
fashion and sustainability
H annah C ro ft
h a n n a h c r o f t .m d @ c; m a il .c o m
Social sciences senior Melissa 
Soroiishian will showcase 
fashion and humanity this 
Friday with her senior 
project, the Eco Show.
The fashion show 
will feature clothing and 
jewelry from local sus­
tainable designers.
“I’ve always had a 
passion for fashion,” So- 
roushian said. “And as 
a social science major, 1 
have a huge investment 
in humanity.”
The Eco Show 
started as a lofty 
idea, one So- 
roushian said 
she w as' ready 
to let go o f once 
the stress o f sc 
nior year hit.
“I was so shying 
away from the idea," she 
said. “But my adviser 
really pushed me, and 
my friends and family 
were so supportive, I  ^
had to make it hap- ^
n Upen.
With the 
support o f her 
peers, friends, fam- ily
and faculty, Soroush- i a n 
contacted Maria Kelly o f ECO-
4’
W ' X " ’4 ’•
SLO, who has worked with other 
students’ senior projects.
“When she presented the 
idea, 1 was really excited,” 
Kelly said. “It’s really im­
portant to address all 
environmental issues, 
including consum­
erism.”
So with the help 
o f Kelly, the seem­
ingly impossible 
project took off, and 
Soroushian channeled 
her creative side.
The process be­
gan with Soroush­
ian contacting 
designers and 
local sustain­
able businesses 
to participate in 
the event, which 
required quite a 
bit o f compro­
mise and flex­
ibility.
“Originally I had 
wanted all o f the pieces 
to be from this one store,” she 
said. “But when I started look­
ing into it the more 1 realized 
that couldn’t happen. And it 
changed the whole way I looked 
at the show.”
The final product will feature 
Bambù Batu, Hemp Shack, Rebel­
lious Nature and AnarchTee, Hybrid 
Couture, Twisted Silver, From War 
to Peace and Salon Luxe Aveda.
Before the show begins, there 
will be live music and entertain­
ment, as well as vendors from the 
participating businesses and food 
and drink specials at Creeky Tiki.
“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” 
Soroushian said. “Even if you’re not 
there for the runway show, there’s a 
lot going on otherwise.”
Kelly said she is looking forward 
to the opportunity to bring com­
munity members together for an 
important cause.
“It’s a great opportunity to 
showcase the local businesses,” she 
said. “It will be interesting to see if 
this changes their traffic.”
The clothing from the local busi­
nesses will be modeled by. Cal Poly 
students —  some with desires to
pursue modeling, bur mostly friends
of Soroushian’s, who have been hap­
py to help with the project.
“Working (on the Eco Show) 
has been a lot o f fun," anthropolo­
gy and geography senior Torie Rob­
inson said. “But we’ve really been 
more than models. We’ve been
see Fashion, page I I
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Engineers are 
artists, too
K a iie e  P razak
KARLEEPRAZAK.MD@GMAlL.t:OM
The San Luis Obispo Museum of 
Art (SLOMA) will prove engineer­
ing is an art form this month with 
the exhibit “The Achievers: 'fhe Art 
o f Engineering (Making Stuff that 
Works).”
“Art and engineering both involve 
the synthesis o f form and function,” 
event coordinator Tod Rafferty said. 
“Art is more concerned with form, 
and engineering with function. But 
the final projects have to have a form 
that works; that is were you get that 
form follows function.”
The Achievers, planned and in­
spired by co-creators, Rafferty and 
graphic communication professor Bri­
an Lawler o f the book “The Achiev­
ers,” exclusively features the inven­
tions o f Central Coast residents.
Lawler, who captured and printed 
many o f the events photo displays, 
said bringing the book to life is 
harder than the pair expected, but 
the images and stories are worth it.
“We have this treasure trove of 
images and stories; some which 
were not included in the book,” 
Lawler said. “This is the manifesta­
tion o f that.”
In the Central Coast, achieve­
ments in railroads and farming have 
already been celebrated, Rafferty 
said. The exhibit will prove to view­
ers that engineering impacts daily 
lives, and it has a large local presence.
“Most people don’t know that 
advanced engineering and construc­
tion is done in this county,” Rafferty 
said. “We want it to be about people 
who have achieved something, not 
necessarily famous or widely known 
people, just regular guys who have 
built stuff in their backyard.”
There will be anything from car 
prototype design photos, to all-metal 
guitars, to remote-controlled airplanes 
used by the miliury. All o f which ex­
emplify that good engineering is an 
which results in functionality.
John Waldrop, a mechanical en­
gineering sophomore and Society of 
Automotive Engineers Team For­
mula member, said he agreed that 
engineering is, an art.
“Engineering is a funny art that 
involves a lot o f math, but it’s still 
art,” Waldrop said. “Good engineer­
ing just ends up turning into art, 
and it takes a trained eye to appreci­
ate it."
Waldrop used the example of 
looking at a racecar. He said a per­
son can tell it is fast based solely on 
its aesthetic appeal. If it is an ugly 
car, it most likely will not be fast, 
he said.
“(When cars look good), you 
are looking at the form on the out­
side, and it’s the same with racecars 
—  the outside will reflect what’s 
on the inside,” Waldrop said. “It 
looks beautiful. Everything works 
the way it’s supposed to, nothing is 
unnecessary.”
Since the event features local tal­
ent, several Cal Poly-made projects 
will be present.
George Leone, the staff techni­
cian o f the Research and Develop­
ment building, known by many 
as “The Hanger” (because it was 
once an airplane hanger), said The 
Achievers will showcase the Cal Po­
ly-made Supermileage Black Wid­
ow car. Urban Concept vehicle and 
Human Powered Vehicle.
Each vehicle, whether its purpose 
is more functional or performance- 
oriented, is aesthetically pleasing, 
and well-made, he said, and it is 
exciting to see students apply the 
skills learned in the classroom to 
“real world problems and come up 
with solutions.
“It is really going to show the 
community not only do we learn by 
doing, but we produce things that 
are aesthetically pleasing,” Leone 
said. "There is an art to what we do 
here, and it’s a learn by doing art.”
see Engineers, page / /
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‘SMASH’ brings socialism 
and feminism to Cal Poly
Juliana Gomes
MD COEJt£SK)NDANT •
The cast o f “SMASH,” a story about 
a 20-minute marriage and the cor­
ruption o f an all-girls boarding 
school, will perform its opening 
show May 12 in the Alex and Faye 
Spanos Theatre.
The play takes audiences back 
to the early 1900s when commu­
nism and socialism ruled politics. 
“SMASH" is also one o f a few plays 
from the 1900s that portrayed a 
woman as a strong, lead character.
The play takes audiences back 
to 1910 when Sidney Trefusis, a 
young millionaire and husband for 
20 minutes, leaves his wife to over­
throw a Communist government 
with socialism. And what better way 
to corrupt the heads of state than 
by persuading the women who will 
eventually marry them?
Josh Machamer, “SMASH" di­
rector and associate professor, said
the play falls into a variety o f genres.
“It’s farcical mayhem with love and 
politics mixed in," Machamer said.
“SMASH” was written by Jeffrey 
Hatcher and adapted from the book, 
“An Unsocial Socialist" by George 
Bernard Shaw. However, the play 
and novel have some differences.
Hatcher changed the timeline 
from when the book was written in 
1883 to 1910, and changed the main 
character Sidney’s disguise name.
Hatcher also presents the politi­
cal and social movements in a fash­
ion that has audiences gauging the 
play as a comedy with some hidden 
messages.
Feminism is one o f those messag­
es. Although feminism had a limited 
audience, it was a message that need­
ed to be brought to the public, his­
tory professor Kathleen Cainu said.
Theater senior Natalif Roy, who 
plays the^chafacter Jane Carpenter,
see SM ASH, page 11
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spreading the word and working the 
booths, too.”
Robinson has never modeled be­
fore and said he is looking forward 
to the new opportunity. While he 
said he’s nervous, he’s more focused 
on the outcome o f all the hard work 
Soroushian and the team have put 
into the project.
“It’s great that I have this op­
portunity to do something I’ve 
never done before, help a friend 
and raise money for a really great 
cause,” Robinson said.
All o f the proceeds o f the Eco 
Show will go to EC O SLO , a local 
environmental organization that 
primarily works on trails within 
San Luis Obispo County. Kelly said 
a lot o f the proceeds will help cover 
overhead costs that can be difficult 
for non-profit organizations to 
shoulder.
“The little things sometimes get 
really difficult,” she said. “So fund­
raising like this is really critical.”
Soroushian said she hopes 
around 100 people will attend. As 
o f Wednesday, 267 people have 
marked “attending” on the event’s
Faccbook page.
“I know that’s a funny way to 
measure things,” Soroushian said. 
“But Facebook has been really help­
ful throughout this whole process.” 
Soroushian said she felt calm, 
but nervous for Friday. Fier biggest 
concern isn’t the attendance —  it’s 
the message she wants to convey 
from the show.
“1 want the audience to see that 
you can create amazing things with 
sustainable materials,” she said. “1 
want them to see that there are lots 
o f sustainable local businesses.” 
Robinson said he’s enjoyed his 
work with the Eco Show and is re­
ally excited to see the final product.
“I want people to be aware of 
what they’re supporting,” he said. 
“Ifiere are a lot o f companies in the 
show that 1 had never heard of. 1 
want to help get their names out.” 
Soroushian .said she encourages 
everyone to come take part in the 
event.
“'Ihere’s going to be so much go­
ing on,” she said. “It will be really 
great. I hope the communiry can 
come together through the cause.” 
Ih e  event will take place at 7 
p.m. and tickets are .S.T
I want the audience to see that 
you can create amazing things 
with sustainable materials.
—  Melissa Soroushian
Social sciences senior
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Ih e  event would not be 
possible without the inspira­
tion “Ifie  Achievers" book 
provided, though.
Thi; book is a “large, cof­
fee table-style” book thought 
up by Vic Hickey, who helped 
design the first humvee. Raf­
ferty said he and Hickey had 
been trying to meet for years, 
and when they finally did, Raf­
ferty found himself editing the 
book concept thought up by 
Hickey.
Rafferty and Lawler, in 
conjunction with SLOMA, 
the Central Coast History 
Foundation and various other 
contributors, are bringing the 
book to life through the ex­
hibit this month.
Craig Vetter will speak 
at the feature event May 21 
about his experience in the 
motorcycle industry and his 
experiences designing and rac­
ing high-mileage motorcycles. 
The “world’s fastest Indian” 
steamliner will also be at this 
event.
Ihe exhibit will be held at 
SL(')MA May 1.3 to June 12 
with its reception June 3 from 
6 to 8 p.m. Ihe feature event 
will be May 21 from 1 to 4 
p.m. SLOMA is open 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily and admission 
is free.
SMASH
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said she agrees feminism plays a 
large role in the play.
“Feminism is a huge overtone,” 
Roy said. “The first place the main 
character goes to is an all-girls 
school and gives a speech about 
how women are the future."
In the late 1800s and early 
1900s, women were discouraged 
from publishing any written works 
unless they wrote for the female 
section of the newspaper.
“There were some books writ­
ten by women, but not many were 
being published,” Cairns .said. 
“Women weren’t supposed to write 
under their own names.”
But women’s rights activists 
were looking for more than just the 
right to write and publish books.
“Ifiis moment is generally re­
garded as the first wave of feminism 
where women fought for the right 
to own propert)', to vote and for 
rights in marriage,” associate Fng-
lish professor Brenda Hclmbrecht 
said. “Women wanted representa­
tion in government and still do since 
there is still a real disparity when you 
look at the number o f women in gov­
ernment today.”
Machamer would like audiences 
to see how the characters learn how 
to cope with and overcome each oth­
er’s differences.
“I’d love for the audience to see 
how often our obsessive wants and 
desires are immovable and how easily 
they can be toppled,” he said. “Tlte 
characters literally ‘SMASH’ togeth­
er to learn how to live and cope with 
each other.”
“SMASH” will be performed 
May 12 to May 14 and May 19 to 
May 21. Tickets are $ 15 for general 
admission and $12 for students, se­
niors and Cal Poly faculty and staff. 
Tickets are available at the Perform­
ing Arts Box Office and online.
Editor's note: A video o f  the cast 
o f  "SMASH" is available at 
mustangdaily. net.
This moment is generally 
regarded as the first wave of
r  • •femuusm. %
—  Brenda Helmbrecht
A.ssuciatc hnglish profesMr
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It’s no lock for Obama in 2012 race
Dic/r Polman is a columnist for the 
Philadelphia Incfuirer.
Anyone who thinks that Barack 
Obama is home free in 2012 ju.st 
because he whacked Osama bin 
Laden would be well advised to re­
visit 1992.
Eighteen months before that 
election, George H.W. Bush was 
assumed to he a cinch for a second 
term. He had just won the Gulf War 
by shoving Saddam Hussein out of 
Kuwait, and his poll approval was in 
the stratosphere. It appeared that ‘92 
was going to be a national-security 
election, and by tradition that was 
considered Republican turf. But 
in the end, voters didn’t care about 
Saddam. They cared about the reces­
sion, and they booted Bush from of­
fice in part because he seemed to be 
out to lunch.
I cite '92  as merely a cautionary 
talc. It's nuts to think that Obama 
can win rc-clcction simply because 
he has established his creds as a 
gutsy commander in chief, in all 
likelihood, the hit on bin Laden 
won’t mean squat in the voting 
booth. Memories are short in ADD 
America, and, besides, the guy can 
only die once. Ih c  jobless are hurt­
ing every day.
Granted, Obama has rcap>ed 
some political benefits. He made a 
tough call on bid linden —  choos­
ing the most high-risk, high-reward 
option —  and it paid ofif. Americans 
spanning the ideological spectrum 
bonded with each other. (Something 
worked, for a change!) Most notably, 
young adults, many o f whom were 
traumatized teens on 9/1 1, were able 
to express some existential relief.
Obama also made it tougher for
Republicans to tag him as “weak.” 
Now he can refute those attacks in 
a single sentence fit for a bumper 
sticker: Obama killed Osama. In 
politics, shorthand is important: 
He did what George W. Bush failed 
to do. He decisively signed off on a 
meticulous can-do American mis­
sion —  thereby trumping the smear 
artists who call him un-American. 
As IDavid Frum, the ex-specchwriter 
for Bush, remarked'the other day, 
while praising the bin Ixrdcn deci­
sion, “Here’s hoping that we have 
at last seen the end of this ugly in­
sinuation that there is something less 
than fully American about the black 
president with the exotic name.”
Obama exorcised the Democrat­
ic ghosts. He didn’t screw up —  as 
Bill Clinton did during Black Hawk 
Down in ‘93, or as Jimmy Carter 
did, when those rescue helicopters 
burned in the desert hack in ‘80. 
Much to the Republicans’ dismay, 
there’s no way they can rhetorically 
link Obama with the hapless Mike 
Dukakis, who looked like Snoopy 
during his infamous military tank 
ride in campaign ‘88. No, they can’t 
say about Obama what Bush senior 
said about Dukakis: “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he thought ‘naval exer­
cise’ was something you find in jane 
Fonda’s workout book."
Quite the contrary, because none 
of Obama’s prospective ‘ 12 rivals 
have substantive foreign-policy ex­
perience. Ihc sole exception, if he 
chooses to run, is Jon Huntsman. 
But Huntsman earned his spurs 
as Obama’s ambassador to China; 
working for the enemy might not 
be an asset in the Republican pri­
maries. And the guy who’s currently 
most coveted by the Republican es­
tablishment, Indiana Gov. Mitch 
Daniels, is so unschooled on issues 
abroad that when a reporter asked 
him the other day whether he was 
ready to debate Obama on foreign 
policy, he replied, “L’robably not.” 
(Give Daniels points for candor; 
a Republican is never supposed to 
cop to such a weakness.)
In the wake of bin l.aden’s death, 
even a Republican strategist, cx- 
Marine intelligence officer John 
Ullyot, insisted that Obama had 
armed himself with “a very quick 
and powerful talking point right up 
to the 2012 election.” But I question 
that. Obama has received a predict­
able poll “bounce” —  depending 
on the survey, his job approval has 
jumped somewhere between six and 
11 points —  but nothing can erase a 
moment o f good feeling faster than 
ongoing bad vibes.
What zapped the senior Bush, in 
the aftermath of the glorious Gulf 
War, was the perception that he 
was insufficiently attentive to the 
citizenry’s economic anxieties. I re­
member talking with New Hamp­
shire voters on the eve of that state’s 
primary, in early ‘92, and none of 
them mentioned Saddam. All they 
talked about was the joblessness and 
the empty storefronts in town. Ih e  
commander in chief hero o f the Gulf 
War was so empathy-deficient that 
when he stumped in New Hamp­
shire, he read a phrase directly from 
his index card: “Message —  I C'arc.”
Ron Kaufman, who served as the 
senior Bush's political director, re­
minded the press the other day, “My
guy took down the Berlin Wall and 
won the Gulf War, but it didn’t mat­
ter. ... Ihis (’ 12) election is about 
three things: jobs, houses and cars.”
He’s right. We’re all pleased that 
bin l^iden sleeps with the fishes, but 
voters won’t be indulging in trium­
phalism 18 months hence if people 
are still out o f work, and homes are 
still being foreclosed, and pain still 
persists at the gas pump. I’m not 
suggesting that ‘ 12 will be a guar­
anteed reprise o f ‘92 —  for starters, 
Obama is far more domestically en­
gaged than Bush senior ever was —  
but ail it will take, to make the race 
competitive, is a few bad job reports.
Ih e  April report, released Fri­
day, was somewhat bullish. Private 
employers created 268,000 jobs, 
the biggest monthly hike in five 
years, and it came despite the high 
gas prices. But because more jobless 
people started looking for work, the 
jobless rate upticked from 8.8 to 9 
percent. Republicans will make use 
o f the latter, and renew their calls for 
deficit reduction and deep spend­
ing cuts. In other words, they’re not 
going to cede their domestic issues 
just because the president has scored 
a big win overseas. Unless his poll 
bounce becomes permanent, our 
polarized domestic politicking won’t 
change a whit.
Indeed, the big debate in 2012 
won’t be over how we should fight 
the war on terrorism abroad; it will 
be over the direction o f the economy 
and the role o f government at home. 
In other words: Osama who?
can refute those attacks 
ill a'Sthgle sentence fit for a 
bum per sticken
Osama. i yd
—  DtekPoknan
Philadelphia Inquirer columnist
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No border exists in the Mexican drug war
Ruben M artinez is a  professor at Loyola 
M arymount University. He wrote this 
fo r  the Los Angeles Times.
Last year I visited a friend o f mine, 
journalist Raul Silva, in a working- 
class neighborhood o f Cuernavaca. A 
popular destination for tourists and 
students o f Spanish, the city, about 
60  miles south o f the Mexican capi­
tal, was on edge. Only a few weeks 
before, a drug gang had audaciously 
displayed its power, issuing a cur­
few one Friday night, warning that 
anyone out after 8 p.m. might be 
“mistaken” as an enemy and killed. 
A terrified public huddled indoors, 
and although no serious violence oc­
curred, the incident left a deep scar.
Raul and I spoke for hours, and 
I realized too late that I faced a taxi 
ride on a dark two-lane road to re­
turn to my wife and children in 
a nearby town. I asked Raul if he 
thought it was safe. “You should be 
O K ," he said, without much assur­
ance in his voice.
It was a 30-minute ride with 
a gregarious cabbie who lectured 
me about (what else?) la guerra del 
narco, the drug war. “They” were all 
implicated, he told me, the cartel 
bosses and the mules, o f course, but 
also the business elites, the govern­
ments, the addicts —  on both sides 
o f the border. In other words, there 
was no border.
Tbere was a long stretch on that 
ride during which we passed not a 
single car. I asked the cabbie if he was
worried. Not exaedy; in Spanish, he 
invoked the classic fatalism: “When 
your times up, it’s up.” 1 made it 
back to my family without incident.
A year later the road is dark as 
ever. Nearly 300 bodies were dis­
covered in April in narcofosas, mass 
graves o f victims o f the cartels. For 
Mexicans on both sides o f the bor­
der, the Cinco de Mayo celebration, 
like last years centennial o f the revo­
lution and bicentennial o f indepen­
dence, has been overshadowed by 
the violence.
And yet an unlikely spark of hope 
has been lighted in recent weeks, and 
it began with the death o f a poet’s 
child. Javier Sicilia, o f Cuernavaca, 
a well-known author and regular 
columnist for Mexico’s leading po­
litical weekly Proceso, penned an 
anguished manifesto after his son, 
Juan Francisco, and several o f Juan 
Francisco’s friends were killed in a 
narco-related crime (the victims had 
no known connection to the drug 
trade). Sicilia’s open letter is as lucid 
as it is piercing, a cry in the desert 
and righteous denunciation.
“What I want to tell you today 
about those mutilated lives,” wrote 
Sicilia o f his son and by extension all 
victims o f the drug violence, “about 
that suffering, about the indignation 
that these deaths has provoked, is 
simply that we have had enough.”
That italicized final phrase is an 
imperfect translation o f the highly 
colloquial “estamos hasta la madre,” 
which invokes “mother,” as Mexi­
cans often do in Spanish, in an clas­
tic and metaphorical way. We arc up 
to our “mother” in this suffering; we 
can take it no more; it has violated 
the most profound and sacred spaces 
o f our spirit. The phrase becomes a 
mantra in Sicilia’s letter.
“Estamos hasta la madre,” he ad­
dressed the p>oliticians, “with your 
struggle for power that has torn 
apart the fabric o f the nation,” and 
likewise to the cartels, “with your 
violence, loss o f honor, cruelty, your 
senselessness.”
Sicilia’s words galvanized the 
public and gave Mexicans a real-life, 
mad-as-hell “Network” moment. 
“Estamos hasta la madre” appeared 
on signs held up by grandmoth­
ers and children in protest marches 
nationwide, on countless Facebook 
pages, on the lips o f people across 
all social strata. On Cinco de Mayo, 
Sicilia led several hundred protesters 
out o f Cuernavaca on a march sched­
uled to arrive in Mexico City today, 
just one in a weekend of promised 
demonstrations.
Skeptics wonder exactly how a 
simple plea for peace and justice can 
stop the cycle o f violence and impu­
nity. But Sicilia is facing death and 
despair the only way he knows how, 
with the f)oetry o f protest.
What is missing in all o f this is 
us —  I mean those o f us on this 
side o f the border who don’t live in 
immigrant neighborhoods. (There, 
there is already great distress, the 
perennial longing for the homeland
becomes tragically poignant. There 
is no homeland to return to; the risk 
in too many cases is too great.)
Among the broader Ainerican 
public there has been no “Network" 
moment, no eloquent call to action. 
The drug war is perceived as Mexi­
co’s, not ours, never mind that the 
weapons doing the bloodletting are 
in great part supplied by the United 
States —  and not just through pri­
vate dealers. We are implicated in 
the violence through the Merida 
Initiative, a U.S.-led program that 
provided $750 million in technical 
support in 2009 and 2010 for the 
Mexican military, which promotes 
itself as above the corruption of state 
and local police but which has had 
thousands o f human rights com­
plaints logged against it, according 
to Mexico’s National Human Rights 
Commission.
And o f course Americans have a 
more personal connection with the 
“Mexican" drug war. There is no in­
nocent recreational drug use. Most 
o f the cocaine, heroin and metham- 
phetamine consumed in the United 
States is produced in or transported 
through Mexico. Almost all the 
blood spilled in the war has been 
in Mexico, but perhaps our blood­
shed is the devastation experienced 
by addicts, their families and their 
communities.
I am years clean, long finished 
with the cocaine that 1 was once ad­
dicted to, but I cannot claim that 
my hands are clean. I was part o f a 
global market, played my role as a 
consumer, entered the vast constella­
tion o f relationships that pushes and 
pulls drugs, money and guns across 
the border —  and takes its toll on 
both sides.
There must be a language o f 
“we” in this war because we are all 
its victims and victimizers. Let us 
listen to Javier Sicilia; “Estamos 
hasta la madre.” O r we should be 
—  all o f us.
• • •lat I want to tell you 
auDut m e indignation that these 
deaths has provoked» is 
that we have had enoi
—  Javier Sicilia
Author and Proceso columnist
Learning conies with fewer days
•’d».
PAUL LACHINE NEWSAKT
The fallowing editorial appeared in the 
Los Angeles Times on Sunday, May 8.
The general assumption is that 
when it comes to educating Ameri­
can kids, more is more. Longer 
school hours. Saturday school. 
Summer school. Yet more than 
120 school districts across the na­
tion are finding that less can also 
be more —  less being fewer days 
spent in school.
The four-day school week has 
been around for decades, accord­
ing to the National Council o f 
S u te  Legislatures, but it’s quietly 
spreading as a money-saving tactic, 
especially after several states —  in­
cluding M ontana, Georgia, M is­
souri and Washington —  passed 
legislation allowing school districts .
to make the switch as long as they 
lengthened each school day so that 
there was no reduction in instruc­
tional hours. Teachers work just as 
much under the four-day plan, so 
there are no cost reductions there, 
but schools have saved from 2 per­
cent to 9 percent, according to a 
2009  report by the Center for Ed­
ucation Policy at the University o f 
Southern Maine. Utility and trans­
portation costs are lower; there’s 
no need to serve a fifth lunch each 
week; even the reduced wear and 
tear on buildings has helped.
Here’s the surprise: There ap­
pear to be educational benefits as 
well. Absenteeism among students 
and teachers in these schools has 
fallen appreciably, the report said. 
(As a result, schools also paid less 
money for substitute teachers.) 
Students reported feeling more 
positive about school. Dropout 
rates fell, students behaved bet­
ter and participation in extracur­
ricular activities rose. Parents o f 
young children often objected to 
the change because o f the need to 
find child care, but once the pro­
grams were in place, the report 
said, they often found that it was 
easier to find care for one full day a 
week than for several partial days. 
Test scores didn’t fall, and in many 
cases, they rose.
As promising as all this sounds, 
the findings are far from definitive. 
The four-day week has been tried 
mostly in tiny, rural school dis­
tricts. Providing the necessary child
care could be more o f  a challenge 
in urban areas. And despite the 
findings above, four-day sched­
ules might turn out to be more 
helpful to high school students 
than children in primary grades, 
who have shorter attention spans. 
For those children, teachers said, 
it would help to schedule meatier 
academic subjects early in the 
day, but it still means the later 
hours are likely to be less aca­
demically productive.
Four-day school weeks aren’t 
an educational panacea, but they 
are intriguing.
Even in Los Angeles, there 
might be individual schools 
where such an arrangement 
would lower dropout rates and 
perhaps give teenage students 
an opportunity to find part-time 
jobs. Some teachers might prefer 
it too, which would be a way to 
provide a benefit without addi­
tional cost.
California has 10 or so school 
districts, all with fewer than 500 
students, that use the four-day 
week. It takes a new law each 
time a school district wants to 
try it. The state could make that 
simpler, ideally by allowing a 
couple o f  hundred schools to 
try the new schedule in a pilot 
program, and checking on the re­
sults in a few years. Real reform 
requires schools to break the 
mold, to test new ideas; here's 
one that’s worth a try.
Your words back in January still 
ring true now in May. As a grand­
parent and Poly graduate, it’s hard 
to know what to actually DO  
about the increasing student tu­
itions when the political “leaders” 
in our state keep cutting education 
funding even as they tell us o f their 
“support for education.”
—  BoblSem Diogo
In response to "Complacency not 
the answer to budget cuts ”
I heard from a student in Student 
Government that the Rec Center 
will be closed ftom summer to the 
beginning o f winter quarter. Not 
sure it’s quite an “undetermined 
number o f  quaners.” Also, I think 
the Rec Center is offering programs 
and classes in the UU. So (do) not 
get your panties all in a twist!
—  Andrew
In response to "Taking the G out 
o f GTL —  take your workouts out­
side while the Rec Center is closed"
Glad to see the Cal Poly students 
get involved. You will be here for 
a maximum o f four years and I do 
not know what you can accomplish 
in this short period o f time. For 
one thing, a great percentage o f the 
homeless have been diagnosed with 
mental illness and refuse to take 
their medications and refuse to
acknowledge their illness. They have 
burned out their families in many 
cases. Even if you place them in an 
apartment, many will move out. 
These are the facts. You cannot force 
those family members they have left 
behind who have been cheated, lied 
to, stolen from and even assaulted 
to magically re-appear for a family 
re-unification with a schizophrenic 
who shows no remorse. Rather than 
homeless shelters, many o f these in­
dividuals need to be referred to the 
old time mental hospitals we had in 
the ‘70s before they were shut down. 
Good luck to you.
—  Lucretia
In response to "Taking to the 
streets: local group raises homelessness
awareness"
I want to apologize to the author for 
my tone in the earlier post. My reac­
tion to reading your article was im­
pulsive and emotional. My feelings 
remain the same, however, I do un­
derstand and respect those who feel 
it was inappropriate to cheer Sunday 
night. May we remember the thou­
sands that have perished.
—  Dr. S iri Smith
In response to "Cal Poly reacts to 
death o f Osama Bin Laden"
NOTE" The Mustang Daily features 
select comments that are written in 
response w articles posted online. 
Though not all the responses are printed, 
the Mustang Daily prints comments 
that are coherent and faster intelligent 
discussion on a given subject. No 
overcapitalization, please.
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD;
Order online: www.MUSTANGDAILY.net 
Call: 8Q5-756-1U3 a day prior by noon
Ads must b( prtpaid by chick madi out 
to MUSTAN6 DAILY or paid by credit card 
at HUSTAN60AILY.NET
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE FOR STUDEf|TS::-
Stop in to  the MUSTANG DAILY to fin d  o u t  v ^  
how to place your ad. >
HELP WANTED
The Mustang Daily is hiring the following positions for the
2011-2012 school year:
• Section editors • Copy editors • Staff writers • Web editor 
• Design editors • Photographers 
If you are interested in any of the above positions please 
send a resume and at 5 least clips to kaytlynleslie.md® 
gmail.com or drop off in the Mustang Daily newsroom. 
Graphic Arts building 26 room 226. 3ob descriptions are 
available on MustangTOBS.
i CAfftjua ost: ax mo. ■T O M I
Cal Poly's student radio station KCPR 91.3 is looking for a
News Director.
The News Director will lead and manage public affairs 
through the planning, production, and generating of in­
novative, original news content from the greater San Luis 
Obispo area and interfacing with the community. The 
News Director will assists with news programming deci­
sions and news operations along with managing news 
planning, reporting, editing, and production, while closely 
working with the Mustang Daily, and other facets of Cal 
Poly Dournalism. Responsibility and understanding of news 
planning, reporting, editing and production.
All majors are encourages to apply. Applications 
may be submitted to generalmanagers.kcpr@gmail.com 
or at KCPR on the third floor of the Graphic Arts Buidling
(Bldg 26), Room 301
ROOMMATE WANTED
Available now!
Beautiful master bedroom in 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
townhome. Plenty of space for bed, couch, and desk in 
the room. Double sink and double shower. Huge walk 
in closet. The home has a spacious kitchen, living room, 
dining room, car garage & washer/dryer. You would be 
sharing the house with 2 young female professionals, 
recently graduated from college. Rent is $750 per month, 
plus utilities. Ideal for a recent graduate!
I am looking for someone to fill this room ASAP. If inter­
ested email me at katesaley@yahoo.com
HOUSING
College Garden Apts 'Newly 
Remodeled!’*
1 & 2 Bdrms includes 
intrnet, cble, wtr A trsh!
Parking Garage! 
5min walk to Cal Poly! 
284 N Chorro St SLO 
(805) 544-3952 
M,T, F 11am-4pm
MISCELLANEOUS
Summer Day Camps 
Counselors, lifeguards, activity 
specialists & more.
Los Angeles Area. 
www.daycampjobs.com
1 bdrms $925 & 2 Bdrms $1265 
Includes cable, intrnt, wtr A 
trsh!
Garage with Storage $25 a 
mnth!
284 N Chorro Street SLO, 
CA
805 544-3952
www.CentralCoastRentals. 
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15% OFFi OFflCIALLY LICENSID^Cal poly' ven d o r  J
805.547.1622
•t)0ES wn Amv TO GWM irmRS CM PnOMOTIONAL lUUS
HE niCHT STEAL SECOND 
BASE, BUT HE COULD BE 
BLUFFING AND STAY 
AT FIRST BASE
I *
Ì
I  FEEL BAD FOR HIS 
GIRLFRIEND. HE CLEARLY 
HAS COMMITMENT ISSUES
Last Down clue is 62
TODAY'S
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
A C R O S S
1 Tire (xit 
5 Shakespeare's 
theatre
10 Order for dinner
14 Mountain refrain
15 Dubuque denizen
16 Cousteau's islands
17 Whack
18 Cover with crumbs
19 Night crawler
20 Pcillywog
22 Vega or Somers
24 Previous
25 Fabled bird
26 ConfiderKes 
30 A start
34 Boon companions
35 Mops
37 I had no — !
38 Conceit
39 Stevedore org.
40 L-o-n-g time
41 Grad
43 Hun
45 Sicilian landmark
46 Edits
48 Common table 
s u ^ r
50 — Locks (Great 
Lakes passage)
51 — kwon do
52 Volcano mouths 
56 Tongs
60 Busy place
61 Grass cutter
63 O'Hara estate
64 Love, to Pabk)
65 Raise spirits
66 —  as we speak
67 Refute
68 Gave medication
69 Furniture buy
D O W N
1 Finest
2 u s e  rival
3 Upstream spawner
PREVIOUS PUZZLE SOLVED
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4 Funnel-shaped 
bins
5 Gravy morsels
6 Learning
7 Feel grateful
8 Meadow 
murmurs
9 Motorcycle 
races
10 Brazier
11 Mr. Greenspan
12 Leaf's rib
13 East, south of 
the border
21 Natural re­
source
23 Actress Cald­
well
26 Asparagus tip
27 Powerful raptor
28 Thunderhead
29 Does laps
30 Ski lifts (hyph.)
31 “------- a
Nightingale"
32 Spinks and 
Russell
33 Mother of 
Perseus
3 6 ------- carte
42 Expertise
43 Blew fiercely
44 Coached
45 Built
47 Miler Sebastian 
49 Lemon or 
clunker
52 African lake
53 Coating of frost
54 Home-products 
brand
55 Recital piece
56 Honor in style
57 Chalet feature
58 Veep's boss
59 Plummeted 
62 Isn’t any more
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Want m ore puzzles?
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 
at OuillDrivsrBooks.com
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Baseball aims to finish season on high note
J e ro m e  G o y h e n e tc h e
JEROMEGOYHENETCHB.MD@>G MA1L.COM
After talcing the series over Cal 
State Fullerton, the Cal Poly base­
ball team missed a chance to com ­
plete its Big West upsets, dropping 
a close game three to U C  Irvine last 
weekend.
Head coach Larry Lee said the 
loss hurt the team’s chances at mak­
ing the postseason but it is not go­
ing to stop the team from battling 
out every last game.
“It’ll be difficult to make the post­
season,” Lee said. “Not winning Sun­
day’s game really hurt us, but we’re 
still going to try to finish strong.”
But even though the odds o f 
advancing to NCAA regionals are 
stacked against them, the team 
knows the only way to do it is by 
winning.
W ith two Big West series, and
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games versus Stanford, Santa Clara 
and Cal State Bakersfield remain­
ing, the team is going to have to 
close out the season in dominating 
fashion for any shot at a return to 
the regionals.
Junior starting pitcher Mason 
Radekc has already familiarized 
himself with success. W ith a Big 
West-best seven wins and 82 strike­
outs, he said he is still determined 
in every game he plays.
“Our chances are pretty slim 
right now, but it doesn’t change 
my mentality; it doesn’t change the 
guys’ mentality,” Radeke said. “We 
still want to win. As long as we do 
that we still have a chance. We’ve 
just got to keep our nose to the 
grindstone.”
With a 10-8 Big West record, 
the Mustangs are still within strik­
ing distance o f second place in the 
Big West. Cal Poly trails UC Irvine 
by a game and a half, with remain­
ing games against UC Davis at 
home and on the road at Pacific.
UC Davis is currently tied for 
fourth in the Big West behind Cal 
Poly, with an 8-7 record and Pacific 
is eighth with a 7-11 record.
Senior Bobby Crocker, who is 
seventh in the Big West with a .467 
slugging percentage and fifth with 
a .424 on base percentage, said the 
team is aiming to sweep the rest o f 
their Big West schedule.
“1 think we just have to take it a 
game at a time, and there’s no rea- 
.son we can’t sweep these next two
series,” Crocker said. “There’s no 
reason to take Davis or Pacific 
lightly . . .  anyone can beat any­
one in this conference. We’re just 
doing our best to place highest in 
conference.”
This season. Cal Poly has 
earned Big West series victories 
over UC Riverside, Cal State 
Northridge and, for only the sec­
ond time in 38 years. Cal State 
Fullerton. The Mustangs narrow­
ly missed victories over UC Santa 
Barbara, Long Beach State and 
UC Irvine, with three one-run 
losses in series-clinching games.
Despite the ups and downs 
throughout the year, Lee said the 
team has always fought hard and 
doesn’t sec them slowing down now.
“I think looking at what we’ve 
gone through this year with in­
juries and how we were able to 
turn it around this last month, we 
played very well and very compet­
itive in most o f our games,” Lee 
said. “We’ve done a real good job 
in conference games especially.”
Cal Poly’s next game is against 
UC Davis May 13 at 6 p.m. in 
Baggett Stadium.
The team will then play Santa 
Clara at honte at 6 p.m. on Tues­
day, May 17 for the last home 
game of the regular season before 
going on the road for the last sev­
en games o f the season.
role models growing up 
pe that I can be that for 
someone else.
Correia
continuedfrom page 16
scouts were already looking at her 
and Cal Poly was just the right fit.
Even when an 18-ycar-old Cor­
reia was diagnosed with rheumatoid 
arthritis, after having committed 
to the Mustangs, head coach jenny 
Condon was more than welcome to 
have her continue to fight her own 
batdes while playing on the team.
And battle through she did, 
starting every game her freshman 
year on her way to a .979 fielding 
percentage. During her time at Cal 
Poly, she has worked her way up 
with the only other senior on the 
team. Mustang ace and main pow­
er threat Anna Cahn.
As a catcher, her main job with 
Cahn is to get her to breathe when 
she’s in the circle.
“Being a pitcher/catcher combo 
it’s always hard, but I think that 
t)ver the years we’ve gotten to know 
each other well and we’ve gotten to 
become really good friends,” C;ihn
—  Stephanie Correia
Cal Poly softball catcher
said. “She’s been really great to me and 
I think our relationship has grown. It’s 
gone through ups and downs, but I 
think right now we’re in a good place.”
Even though the Mustangs have 
only won 10 o f 46 games, Correia 
said she hopes she will be able to 
transfer her experiences from softball 
into a professional career.
Most o f all Correia said she hopes 
that if there is a girl out there looking 
to pursue her passions, but is limited 
by a sickness or disease, she can be an 
Inspiration.
“It would be a great thing to be 
somebody’s role model,” Correia 
said. “I had role models growing 
up and I hope that I can be that for 
somebody else.”
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Stephanie Correia fights past illnesses for love of softball >i
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAU.Y FILE PHOTO
Stephanie Correia, who if hitting this feason, is one of two seniors to be honored on Senior Day this weekend.
ótenner Glen
Student living at its finestwww.stennerglen.com
J .J . Jenkins
4
J J JE N K IN S .M D ^  MAIL.COM
Seven years ago, Stephanie Correias 
chances o f playing softball again 
were slim.
“A lot o f doctors told me that 
1 wouldn’t see the field again, Just 
because I’d be on so many medica­
tions,” she said. “They didn’t know if 
my body could take it.”
But after emerging from two bat­
tles with Crohn’s disease and rheu­
matoid arthritis, it will be tough 
separating the Cal Poly catcher from 
the field again.
“I don’t see myself getting away 
from the game, ever,” Correia said. 
“I feel like I will be found some­
where around the softball field.”
At a time when most teenag­
ers worry about what they should 
wear the next day or who their latest 
crush is, Correia was fighting against 
her body so she would someday have 
a chance to play Division 1 softball.
After coming down with mono­
nucleosis and then a prolonged, 
unknown illness, the Correia family 
searched for answers. Ifte local hos­
pital did not know what was wrong. 
Nor did the county hospital.
Her family even began to wonder 
if she simply did not want to play 
anymore, but that was hardly the 
case. She had been driven to play 
Division f softball for as long as she 
could remember.
Finally after some searching and 
testing, a hospital in Santa Barbara 
determined she had Crohn’s disease, 
an autoimmune disorder o f which 
the causes and cures are unknown.
But her time spent recuperating 
■in the hospital taught Correia more 
than just hardship; it inspired her to 
look into a career in medicine.
“Dealing with doctors, nurses —  
being around them every week— 1 just 
learned that 1 want to help people,” she 
said. “I want to return what they did 
for me and return it to other people.” 
She is quick to admit that the 
driving force in her recovery and sub­
sequent collegiate success is her fam­
ily, but most o f all her father, Mike.
He was the one who, after giving 
up the dream of playing baseball af­
ter college, encouraged her to follow 
whichever path inspired her the most.
“1 taught (my kids) to set their 
own path and follow their dreams,” 
Mike said. “Not necessarily following 
in our path, but taking the good, bad 
and the ugly from everything and 
blazing their own trail.”
That kind o f support leaves Cor­
reia indebted to his support and criti­
cism; it was just the way her father 
raised Correia and her brother Mi­
chael, who is pursuing his own pas­
sion by joining the Marine Corps.
“1 will praise you. I’ll be your big­
gest fan, but when you don’t do well 
or do something you shouldn’t be I ’m 
not going to sit there and say, ‘Hey, 
great job,”’ Mike said.
Correia first picked up a bat when 
she was five, and said she loved the 
game more than all others.
She played volleyball and bas­
ketball as well, but said her 5-fbot-6 
frame was more suited far softball. By 
the time she hit high school, college
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Both G d Boly tennis teams will have a chance to icboond from early exits in 
oonfierenoe toum am enti this weekend —  on the granilest stage o f them alL The 
G d Boly men’s and women’s teams are both gearing up fr>r matchups in the NCAA 
Tournament. The men will play Washington in their first round matchup Friday, 
while the women will play Oldahoma in the first round of play on Saturday.
